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determine it one way or another, we are neither meta-
physicians nor natural philosophers. It would be
ridiculous to pretend to philosophise concerning' Nature
if we could not give an account of the beginning' and
continuance of that great agent in all natural operations,
viz. motion.

The question concerning motion naturally leads us to
inquire concerning the body that is moved ; and here I
perfectly agree with you that matter, as well as mind,
is to be derived from the first Cause; for I hold that
there is no being self-existent but that Cause; and there-
fore I have maintained that even space is no being",
which if it were would be self-existent, infinite, immut-
able, as well as God. (Lib. I. Chap. 5.)* At the same
time I maintain, that matter is of a nature quite dis-
tinct from mind; and that it is impossible, in the nature
of things, that matter can be mind, any more than mind
can be matter; and, as I hold that the nature of things
is part of the nature of the Divinity, I likewise maintain
that as God cannot alter his own nature, neither can He
alter the nature of things, nor make truth falsehood or false-
hood truth, or things essentially different to be the same,

Now I think that body and mind are essentially
different, and besides the other differences of extension
impenetrability and resistance, there is also the essential
difference that mind only moves, whereas body is only
moved; the consequence of which necessarily Is that
while body continues body, it cannot move itself, but must
be moved by something different from itself. And thus
far, likewise, I believe we are agreed.

There is another thing in which we are also agreed,
viz. that God is the author of all the motion In the
Universe, which all proceeds from him, mediately or
immediately. That the beginning of all motion should

* The reference here is to Ancient Metap&ysics. -~Er>.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